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Concluding Remarks

This concert is in part the culmination of 14 years of course development in performance
and creativity. These courses are designed to introduce Arab music in academic contexts to
students of voice, strings, percussion, and students with little-to-no musical training. I am
grateful to my wife Yoonji Kim, parents, parents in-law, brothers, sisters-in-law, nephew and
niece, relatives and friends, students and mentors, musical partners and colleagues, and
Penn's music faculty and staff for their tremendous support throughout the development of
these performance workshops. Some of these performance courses take Arab music from the
margins of ethnomusicology and place it the hands of performance students and music
practitioners where I firmly believe will thrive and find new artistic outlets. It is important to
note that my violin training for nearly 24 years, coupled with my role as an educator in
various educational settings, guided much of my work in the development of these resources.
Having studied with some of the most revered violin practitioners and mentors, in addition to
my affiliation with Keshet Eilon, the West-Eastern Divan Orchestra, Blutt College House
Music Program among others, introduced me to a way of music making that did not seem
possible in Arab music. This observation guided much of my work in the development of
these workshops and resources.

Description of these workshops will be found on the next page.
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About Penn Arab Music Ensemble Workshops

Penn Arabic Percussion Ensemble

Students seeking to learn a musical instrument indigenous to Arab music can join the Penn
Arabic Percussion Ensemble directed by master percussionist Hafez Kotain. In the percussion
ensemble, students will learn the Durbakke - a goblet shaped drum popular in Arab music, and
will explore a world of rhythms emanating from the Arab world. This ensemble is divided into
two sections - beginners and advanced. No prior musical training is needed to register for the
beginners section. Students wishing to register for advanced percussion must contact the director.

Arab Music Instrumental Workshop ‘“The Art of Ornamentation”

This course is open to string players, woodwinds, and percussionists of intermediate to advanced
mastery on their respective instruments. Musicians will learn extended techniques as we explore
compositional forms rooted in the Arabic magam system. We will learn to interpret conventional
Arab musical scores using ornamental patterns, phrasing, and performance practices used in Arab
music and related genres. Students registered in this course will use a score-writer software to do
weekly assignments that they will perform in class.

Arab Music Song Workshop

Arabic Choir is a gateway into the Arab world - a vast geographical region between the Atlantic
Ocean and the Persian/Arabian Gulf. In this course, we sing popular Arabic songs and we situate
these songs in their historical, cultural, and political contexts. Students will perform sentiments
and aspirations of the Arabs at pivotal moments of change, a history expressed in songs: Julia
Boutros’s Arab revolution and homage to Hezbollah’s leader Hassan Nasrallah, Marcel Khalife’s
Palestine, Omar al-‘abdallat’s celebration of Jordan and the Hashmites, Fairouz and the Rahbani
nation, Abdel-Halim Hafez’s renewed commitment to Arab nationalism, Sheikh Sayed Darwish’s
anti-colonial sentiments, Brothers Kuwaity between Arab nationalism and the State of Israel, and
the Muwashshahat and the celebration of a shared Arab golden past. In this course students will
experience the intricate melodic and rhythmic modes that are popular in Arab music and will
perform songs that capture the linguistic diversity of the region by singing in classical Arabic and
colloquial Arabic dialects. The Arabic choir is ideal for students looking for a performance
experience and are interested the region's history, language, and music.

Arab Music Advanced Song Workshop

This workshop is open to voice majors. Students will have the chance to work one-on-one with
the instructor on a weekly basis. As part of their training, students will perform interpretations of
Arabic songs in different compositional genres: Mawwal, Muwashshah, Qad, Dawr, and
Qasidah. Students will learn melodic and rhythmic modes, performance techniques, and
compositional genres made popular by some of the most renowned practitioners of Arab music:
Wadi’ al-Safi, Sabah Fakhri, Fairouz, Umm Kulthum, and ‘Abdel Halim Hafez. They will learn
these interpretations and perform them in a number of recitals throughout the semester.


Hanna Khuri
2


3

Percussion Program

e Introductory remarks - Hafez Kotain
e Group Performances

OLesson 3 from The Artistry of the Doumbek - Volume 1.
« Composer - Hafez Kotain

OPercussion Arrangement
« Composer - Hafez Kotain

OPercussion Solo 2 from The Artistry of the Doumbek - Volume 1.
« Composer - Hafez Kotain
» Featuring Hadar Feldman, Olivia Haynie and Patrick Zhan

O Percussion Solo Insijam
« Composer - Hafez Kotain

OExercise 7 from The Artistry of the Doumbek - Volume 1
« Composer Hafez Kotain
» Featuring Olivia Haynie

O Percussion Solo 5 by Hafez Kotain
o Performed by Patrick Zhang

OPercussion Solo The Three Composers
« Composer - Hafez Kotain

OCall and Answer 2
« Composer - Hafez Kotain

O Signature Call and Answer
« Composer - Hafez Kotain


Hanna Khuri
3


Instrumental and Song Program

Dolab Rast (For Shlomo and Daniel) - Traditional
Exploring New Sounds - Magam Medley

Ahlef Bisamaha w-Bitrabha (1 swear by its sky and its soil)
Composer - Kamal al-Taweel

Amar Limrayi (Mirror Moon) Composer - Marcel Khalife
Lamma Bada Yatathanna (When She Appeared) - Muwashshah
Hamilul Hawa Ta’ibu (Weary is the One Burdened with Passion)
Ya Ghazalan (Ah Gazelle)

Composer - Rahbani Brothers

Soloists: Madison Gordon and Davide Lorenzoni

Fog Elna Khal (Up There 1 Have a Lover) - Traditional

Hashmi - Omar el-Abdallat
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Dolab Rast

Ornamentation: Hanna Khuri
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Exploring New Sounds
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Mirror Moon - (= _ell <8

ka nee til hil wa yee

wa’ fee ‘a lim ra yee

ta reebeelimra yee
‘am yet khab bal ‘a mar

oo tal lee til hil wa yee

oo fat hee til bir da yee
ya ghay mil lee ja  yee
way nu wil ‘a mar

‘a let la lith ka  yee
as ra ram khab ba yee-
-eem khab ba yim khab ba yee
an wa rul ‘a mar

oo rej ee til hil wa yee

web ‘al ba lih ka yee-
-00 na met ‘at tik ka  yee
‘am teh lam bil ‘a mar

na mee ya hil wa yee

na mee buk ra ja  yee

ja yee ja yee ja  yee
la ‘en nal ‘a mar

Composer - Marcel Khalife

The pretty one

was looking at the mirror
in the mirror

there was the moon hiding

and the pretty one looked
and opened the curtain

she asked the passing cloud
where 1s the moon?

she told her the story
her hidden secrets

hidden hidden
are the lights of the moon

and the pretty one returned
the story in her heart

she slept by the window
dreaming of the moon

sleep dear one

sleep tomorrow 1s coming
coming coming coming
the moon is coming to us
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Singers

Rawan Awadalla
Mariam EINaggar
Hudson Friedman
Christopher Gergis
Madison Gordon
Tanuj Gupta

Davide Lorenzoni

Drummers

Hugh Brady

Santiago Enrico Cerchione
Eve Chiarello

Patricia Ann Columbia-Walsh
Theo Catlin Deinard

Safa Elzanfali

Hadar Feldman

Celia Gallagher

James Joseph Glomb

Rafael Ibrahim Hajjar

Ahmad Hammo

Peyton Akiba Lukins
Sebastian Ortiz Salazar
Samuel Palmer

Saketh Pradhan

Jack Scioli

Dahai Yonas

Olivia Haynie

Natalia llieva

Jenna Margaret Jacobs
Hannah Lemanowicz
Sofia Malyar

Luca Mijatovic

Niki Miles

Emma Louise Riebe
Cole Riedinger

Amber Marie Smith

Patrick Zhang
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