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Spring Concert

i. Love is in the Air 

O My Luve’s Like a Red, Red Rose, by René Claussen
Emily Monfort, Violin 
Colby Snyder, Cello

August, by Jacob Naverud

Lunar Lullabye, by Jacob Narverud

ii. Journey and Exploration 

Tshotsholoza, a Traditional South African Freedom Song, adapted by Jeffrey L. Ames
Shikhar Gupta, Soloist
Emily Monfort, Percussion 

Baba Yetu, by Christopher Tin
David Last, Soloist
Isabel Garcia, Soloist 

Night Jasmine, by Lí Jinguāng in a choral arrangement by Emily Sung 

How Still Is It Here, by Takatomi Nobunaga 

iii. Time for Contemplation 

A New Heart, by Melissa Dunphy

John 3:16, by B.E. Boykin 

iv. The Road Ahead

You Do Not Walk Alone, by Elaine Hagenberg 

Resilience, by Abbie Betinis

Invictus, by Joshua Rist
Colby Snyder, Cello
Maggie Luk and Catherine Michelutti, Soprano Duet 



PROGRAM NOTES
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Spring is the time for new growth – buds awakening on trees, flowers breaking through 
the cold ground, the sun shining brighter to chase away the cold of winter.  It is the time 
for new awakenings – discovering the outside again, renewing friendships, finding new 
love.  Yet is also a time for quiet contemplation, as many in the Christian community 
celebrate the season of Lent, and look inward towards repentance, longing for renewal.  
It is the time of spring break with travel and time with friends and family, and the time 
for graduations and looking ahead to what is yet to come.  

Today we offer a true Spring Concert – music for all the many parts of spring.  Our 
first group of songs is called ‘Love is in the Air’ and features three songs by American 
composers writing about love and nature.  We continue with ‘Journey and Exploration’ 
which includes a South African Freedom Song, a setting of the Lord’s Prayer in Swahili 
(a piece that was first written for a video game!), an arrangement of a Chinese-Taiwanese 
song by former Penn conductor Emily Sung, and a beautiful setting of a haiku by Japanese 
composer Takatomi Nobunaga.  

After that we take some ‘Time for Contemplation’ featuring two beautiful settings of 
biblical passages, one by Philadelphia composer (and Penn grad) Melissa Dunphy, the 
other by American composer B.E. Boykin.  Finally, with recognition of those who will soon 
graduate and leave our ranks, we sing about ‘The Road Ahead’ featuring songs by three 
more contemporary American composers who set varied by wonderful texts which we 
hope you find as moving as we do.

Thank you for taking time to come to our concert today.  We hope that the music speaks 
to you and touches your heart.  Happy Spring!

-Liz Braden & The Penn Chorale 
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i. Love is in the Air 
O My Luve’s Like a Red, Red, Rose
Music: Rene Clausen 
Text: Robert Burns 

O my Luve’s like a red, red rose 
That’s newly sprung in June.
O my Luve’s like a melody 
That’s sweetly played in tune. 

As fair art thou, my bonnie lass, 
So deep in luve am I,
I will luve thee still, my dear, 
Till a’ the seas gang dry. 

I will luve thee still me dear, 
While the sands of life shall run,
Till the seas gang dry, my dear, 
And the rocks melt with the sun. 

As fair art thou, my bonnie lass, 
So deep in luve am I,
I will luve thee still, my dear, 
Though it were ten thousand mile.

August
Music: Jacob Naverud
Text: Francis Ledwidge

She’ll come at dusky first of day,
White over yellow harvest’s song.
Upon her dewy rainbow way
She shall be beautiful and strong.
The lidless eye of noon shall spray
Tan on her ankles in the hay,
Shall kiss her brown the whole day long.

I’ll know her in the windrows, tall
Above the crickets of the hay.
I’ll know her when her odd eyes fall,
One May-blue, one November-grey.
I’ll watch her from the red barn wall
Take down her rusty scythe, and call.
And I will follow her away.

Lunar Lullaby
Music: Jacob Naverud 
Text: Kathleen Nicely 

The moon settles in the dusky sky.
The gentle eyes of the north star 
Rest upon your sleeping face 
And the heavens gaze upon you

In this moment, I know; 
You are not from the ground on which you tread, 
But of the stars.
You are my radiant, my celestial child. 

As night is drowned by morning 
You remain at my side,
Accompanying the sunrise 
until night swells (until night swells) again across the sky
Then, dreaming, you return to the stars.

ii. Journey and Exploration 
Tshotsholoza
Music: South African Freedom Song
Choral arrangement: Jeffrey L. Ames 
Text: Traditional (Zulu and Ndebele dialects)

Go forward, go forward on those mountains;
The train is coming from South Africa.
You are running away on those mountains,
The train is coming from South Africa.  

Baba Yetu
Music: Christopher Tin
Text: Swahili setting of Lord’s Prayer by Chris Kiagiri 

Our Father, who art
In Heaven, Amen!
Our Father,
Hallowed be thy name.
Give us this day our daily bread,
Forgive us of our trespasses
As we forgive others
Who trespass against us
Lead us not into temptation, but
Deliver us from the evil one forever
They kingdom come, thy will be one
On Earth as it is in Heaven. 

Night Jasmine
Music and text: Lí Jinguāng,
Choral arrangement: Emily Sung

The southern breeze is refreshingly cool
The nightingale sings softly
All the flowers in the moonlight are sleeping
Only the night jasmine
Is releasing beautiful fragrance

I love this dark and misty night
And also love the nightingale’s singing
Even more, I love dreams like flowers
I embrace the night jasmine
I smell the night jasmine

Night jasmine
I sing for you
Night jasmine
I think of you
Ah, I sing for you
I think of you 

How Still It Is Here
Music: Takatomi Nobunaga
Text: Basho Matsuo (translated to English by Donald 
Keene)

How still it is here - 
Stinging into the stones
The locusts’ trill.  
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iii. Time for Contemplation 
A New Heart
Music: Melissa Dunphy
Text: Ezekiel 36:26 

I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you.
I will take away your heart of stone, I will give you a heart of 
flesh.

John 3:16
Music: B.E. Boykin
Text: John 3:16

For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten son 
that whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish 
but have everlasting life.  

iv. The Road Ahead
You Do Not Walk Alone
Music: Elaine Hagenberg
Text: Traditional Irish Blessing

May you see God’s light on the path ahead when the road is dark; 
May you always hear, even in your hour of sorrow, the gentle singing of the lark.
When times are hard may hardness never turn your heart to stone; 
May you always remember when the shadows fall, you do not walk alone.

Resilience
Music and text: Abbie Betinis

Resilience, we are strong
Shoulder to shoulder keep movin’ on
Resilience, make a new plan,
Stand up again and say ‘yes we can!’

Invictus
Music: Joshua Rist
Text: William Ernst Henley 

Out of the night that covers me,
Black as the pit from pole to pole,
I thank whatever gods may be
For my unconquerable soul.

In the fell clutch of circumstance
I have not winced nor cried aloud.
Under the bludgeonings of chance
My head is bloody, but unbowed.

Beyond this place of wrath and tears
Looms but the Horror of the shade,
And yet the menace of the years
Finds and shall find me unafraid.

It matters not how strait the gate,
How charged with punishments the scroll,
I am the master of my fate,
I am the captain of my soul.
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* Guest Chorister
+ Selected as Parberry Scholar, Spring 2023

A Parberry Scholar is a recipient of a grant award 
from the William Parberry Scholarship Fund, which 
was established in 2018 to commemorate the 
45-year career of William Parberry as the Director 
of Choral Activities at Penn. The award covers 
the costs of private vocal instruction through the 
Blutt College House Music Program and is given 
annually to undergraduate students in one of 
Penn’s choral ensembles who display a love of 
choral music and the potential to become leaders 
within these ensembles.

ELIZABETH BRADEN, CONDUCTOR

KIM BARROSO, PIANIST

COLBY SNYDER, CELLO

EMILY MONFORT, VIOLIN 

SOPRANO

Josephine Budiana 
Gabrielle Caine
Isabel Garcia
Joy Gong 
Hannah Jin 
Yuhong Kang 
Allison Lastra 
Maggie Luk 
Catherine Michelutti 
Numi Oyebode 
Emily Parish 
Yijing Ren 
Lauryn Reynolds +

Zhuoxuan Sun 
Alice Wu 

Eva Agostino 
Allanah Goncalves
Kristen Lau 
Lilian Li 
Emily Monfort 
Ayesha Sheth 
Kaitlyn Tierney * 

Shikhar Gupta 
David Last
Nathaniel McEwen * 
Ethan Zhang 

Stephen Dagrosa * 
Andreas Ghosh 
William Jones 
Shiqiu Liu 
Ashish Thakrar 

ALTO

TENOR

BASS



With thanks to the University of Pennsylvania Music Department

Dr. Michael Ketner, Director of Performance
Sophie Shalit, Performance Operations Coordinator

Eugene Lew, Director of Sound and Music Technology
Matt Hewitt, Communications Coordinator
Dr. Timothy Rommen, Department Chair

Dr. Glenda Goodman, Graduate Chair
Dr. Anna Weesner, Undergraduate Chair
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